
What Is Library Publishing Creates? 

Library Publishing Creates is a campaign created by the Library 
Publishing Coalition, an independent, community-led membership 
association of academic and research libraries and library consortia 
engaged in scholarly publishing. The purpose of this campaign is to 
communicate the value of library publishing and to provide libraries with 
tools to advocate for their publishing programs. 

What Is Library Publishing? 

To better serve faculty, students, and the public, many libraries have 
established programs that support the publishing needs of their 
institution while broadening access to knowledge. Although each library 
publishing program differs in its structure, goals, and focus, these 
programs build on the skills of librarians and align with the values of their 
institutions, often prioritizing open access, open source software, and 
new and emerging publication types. 

We define library publishing as the set of activities occurring within 
libraries and library consortia to support the creation, dissemination, 
and curation of scholarly, creative, and/or educational works. Generally, 
library publishing requires a production process, presents original work 
not previously made available, and applies a level of certification to the 
content published, whether through peer review or extension of the 
institutional brand. 

Library publishing is an investment in your institution that benefits 
faculty, students, and the institution itself. 

https://librarypublishing.org/
https://librarypublishing.org/


What Does Library 
Publishing Create? 

Impact 
In contrast with commercial publishing 
models that restrict access through costly 
subscriptions and Article Processing 
Charges (APCs), library publishers often 
prioritize open access, removing paywalls 
and allowing knowledge to be freely shared 
and reused. This ensures the widest 
possible visibility and impact for the kinds of 
scholarship your institution values. 

Benefits: 
• Free to read, often free to publish: 

Removes financial barriers for both 
readers and authors 

• Increases visibility and impact of 
research, especially for authors at 
under-resourced institutions 

• Promotes author rights and flexible 
licensing, allowing reuse and 
distribution of scholarship 

Learning Opportunities 
Library publishing programs are often one 
of the best resources on campus for 
education and consulting related to 
publishing, especially for students and 
early career faculty who are newer to the 
publishing process. Many library publishers 
work with student publications, providing 
critical support for students and their 
faculty sponsors as they undertake often 
complex editorial and production 
workflows. These programs also often 
employ students in their production 
workflows and other areas, providing paid 
opportunities for hands-on learning. 

Benefits: 
• Demystifies the scholarly 

publishing process for early career 
researchers 

• Provides transformative 
experiential learning 
opportunities for students 

Cost Savings 
By offering alternatives to expensive 
commercial platforms, libraries contribute 
to more sustainable and transparent 
publishing ecosystems. Even when library 
publishing doesn't entirely replace 
commercial models, it puts healthy 
pressure on the system to evolve and 
respond to user needs. 

Benefits: 
• Offers alternatives to high-cost 

commercial publishing and APCs 
• Promotes more affordable 

textbook options for students 
• Contributes to a more sustainable 

and balanced publishing 
ecosystem 

Responsive Services 
Unlike commercial services that support a 
wide range of institution types, library 
publishing programs are often specifically 
tailored to meet the needs of their parent 
institution. In fact, most libraries develop 
publishing programs in response to explicit 
requests or to the specific needs of local 
faculty, students, and academic 
departments. 

Benefits: 
• Supports locally important or 

underserved scholarship, like 
regional studies, student work, or 
disciplinary niches, or multilingual 
content 

• Supports non-traditional outputs like 
digital scholarship and open 
educational resources 

• Fosters collaboration between 
librarians, scholars, students, and 
faculty in the publishing process 
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What about University Presses? 
Library publishers and university presses are both part of the broader university-based 
publishing community. We share many values and a strong connection to the educational 
mission of the university, but we are different in some fundamental ways. A university 
press generally specializes in a coherent set of disciplines, and their publishing activities 
are driven by editorial decision-making. In contrast, library publishing programs tend to be 
primarily focused on meeting the publishing needs of their campus community. Both types 
of publishers fill critical roles in the scholarly publishing ecosystem, and they often 
collaborate, but they are not interchangeable. (To learn more about university-based 
publishing, check out the University-Based Publishing Futures initiative!) 

Highlights of Library Publishing* 
*With numbers from the 2024 Library Publishing Directory, published by the Library Publishing
Coalition

• 179 library publishers are listed in the 2024 Library Publishing Directory.
• ~247 library publishers are on the IFLA Library Publishing Special Interest

Group’s Global Library Publishing Map.
• Libraries focus on open access and free-to-publish models: 86% of libraries

characterize open access as central to their mission.
• Libraries publish both traditional and new formats.

o Academic journals: 1565
o Monographs: 760
o 91 libraries report publishing open educational resources (OER)
o 36 institutions support expansive digital projects

• Libraries support the sharing and creation of high-quality academic outputs.
o Infrastructure – publishing and peer review platforms
o Education and outreach
o Publishing tools – permanent identifiers, indexing
o Expert consultation in publishing best practices

• Libraries often employ a small, vibrant staff, with opportunities for student employment
and learning.

o Average 2.9 FTE
o 44% of programs employ undergrad and/or grad students

• Typically non-income generating units are funded by library operating budgets, grants,
or small charge backs.

• Libraries are integrated within a vibrant community of international professional
organizations and open infrastructure establishing best practices and expectations for
the field.

Want More Information? 

Find tons of resources related to library publishing at 
https://librarypublishing.org 

https://publishingfutures.hcommons.org/
https://librarypublishing.org/
https://librarypublishing.org/
https://librarypublishing.org/lp-directory/
https://lib-pub.org/
https://librarypublishing.org/

